Prefemeed x unto 5 ei 


King of Eng land, 


*Þ 


COUNCIL &C. 


"BEING 

|Thetrue State of the preſent Caſe of the P, eople, called 

J AKERS, 'Trul demonſtrated, - and at leaded on 

ir behalf ; For the True Information of ING G and 

{his COUNCIL, That they may well tanderftand the 
 Tiith wes of Doubtful Caſes, and may hey 
| | Judgment and Mercy. . m 
And con is aid 'doyn in Six Particulars. 

I. (oncermng Sweating at all, -and particularly of the Qath 
of Allegiance, - . | 

2. Concernng Meeting together to. Worſhip Ged. 

3, Concerning Tythes among.che Jewes, and anrong t the 
Chriftians, endwhy we Refuſe to pay thems at this day. 

4. Concerning giving Ira, err live Peaceably, 
or, to Anſwer Accuſations then and there, &c. 


5. Concerning Government #t felf; and particularly of this 
preſent Government. - 
16, Concerning Perſecution, whe it # wn ſelf, and. how 


eat an Ene # 4s tot King, and bu Covent 


"3  Jaiddownin Ten ariey 

AV which Caſes are truly tated and the Cariſe of che 
indicated ; And this forthe 

Hey may be Juſt and Righteous SSLk 

g i Hy By aFriendo Juſt Authority, Edw, = 
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The Epiſtle to the King, ahd his Council. 


ns A 
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ther you will rule and judge, and exerciſe your Power 
P God, or againſt him , [4 this us the Lang of your 
ve living God that made Heaven and Earth beholds you, 


H Friends ! this 1s your Day, that God hath groen you 
() to try you, and ver you what you will dog yr whe- 


tryal, and 


. and his E Je is upon you, and he waits for Fuſtice, true Tudgment, 


Mercy, Righteouſneſs and Truth, to be brought forth by you in the 
Land ths he mught bleſſe you and pr oo but and to Cons 
trary be abounding , 4nd mugs forth and exerciſed t you, 
Bleſſings ſhall be turned into a Curſe, and the Juſt God will deal with 
you after your deſerts ; for the Reward of the Almighty is Tuſt and 
Equal unto all the ſons of men, even according to their wayes and 
works ; and the _— of you well Pax + ts determitned by Hine, 
but accordingly as He is ſerved, obeye feared, or the contrary. 
And fering you have a day to do good,and to forſake all-evil, to ds 
Tuſtice, Mercy and Truth in the Earth, and to ſubdne the contrary; 
if that you do the things jou owght not, and leave nudone whas Gol 
requires of you to do, an __ away your time 17 matters of leſſe Va- 
lat, and ſpend yur dayes in Pleaſures & Vanities, and negltt Mercy 
and Judgment in the Earth, and have no regard to the Cry" of thr 
Poor and the Oppreſſedto deliver them from their cruel Perſeru- 
tions ; if it be thuuwith you mm this your day, Who ſhall ſtand in 
the Gap to prevent the Anger of the Lord fob breaking oxt'? 'or, 
who ſhall plead for you in the day of your reward, when G on himſelf 


. ariſeth unto Fut Tudgment, to \udyt all fleſh, and ro delrver'the In- 


nocent ? Oh Friends ! « this notht "ge you? Fr there no canſe unto 


" Jou of Conſideration in this matter ?' Onght you not to lay theſe things 


to heart ? Why, ſurely you are but men, ad your breaths in your 
noſtrils, and your ſwbſtance' bur diſol>able clay, and the God of Hea- 
ven and Earth can do what be will with you, awd concermng you'; if 
ye pleaſe him, it might be well with you,” but if the contrary, he can 
anſwer your doings with an equal reward, and none ean prevent him. . 

And here ts a Cry, and 6 v7 gre (77 of Perſecurion under 
pour Atthozity, rhe Priſans fille with Uprig and Irtmocent per- 
fons, to the ruine of Perfons, Wives and Famihes,if the grear Mercy 

A'2 | 


The Epiftte to the King, and his Council. 
of the Lord did mt prevent more than the Juſtice of men; Thouſands 
within theſe few months have been caſt into Goals and Dungeons and 


naſty holes ; and divers have fimſhed ther lives,and dyed in Priſons; 


many being taken out of their houſes,and from their lawful Callings, 
and many taken out of Meetings, where they have been waiting upay 
God, and cruel Sufferings inflitted upon them, and all this for Truth 
and Righteouſneſs ſake, and for their Profeſſion and Prathice in Re + 


ligion ; when as na Plotting or evil-dealing towards the King nor at , 
#/ his Subjeits, could be juſtly charged and proved againſt them, At 


tha the Innocent have been made a Prey to Prophane Perſons, asf 
their Sufferings have been woful, and all this under and by your A 
thority ; And,are theſe things nothing to you ? or, do, you jud ge 1s 


- 


i well doing ? Is this Fuſtice and true Tudgment ? Is this for your 


Happineſs and Proſperity ? Let the God of Heaven and Earth jud - 
in * matter between this People and You, for the Cry of ther 
Sufferings are wery Laxd ia the Ears of God,and they have been lart 
before you, and you ought to have relieved them,and caſed their hear, | 
burdens, and ſhewed Flice, Pity and Love, and this. monld hat; 
wade for your Happineſs ; But if that you alwayes neglett ro kear he 
Cry a Poor, aud of the Oppreſſed, yet God hears,and takes notics; 
and though this People ſhould have no Helper in the Earth, yet He 
% their Helper, and their Cauſe 1s: commuted unto Him, | 
- (antheſe things ſtand ? aud,can you be happy in theſe proceedings, 
while the Innacent ſuffer under you? Is ut 1n your hearts to deſtroy the 
Heritage of God.? da you think go inf an Innocent People fron 
off the'Earth'2 Muſt, none. wait pon God, ard worſhip Him, and pray 
to Him, but after your, Pre criptions and Limitations ? And wh, o 


kill and deſtroy all ſuch as ds not ? who cannot for good Conſeiexce labs | 


conform to every way of Worſhip and Religion impoſed, but nouſt wate 
upon God, ard woxſhip Him and pray to Hime accarding as bis Spir. \ 
teatheth and guderh ; will you, { ſay, deſtroy all ſuch ? Is it in yoga 
hearts to felt 3 ? uf it be, the God of Heaven will not proffer you ih 


[«ch purpoſes ; Will ye farce men to forſake the Way of their Gog, 
wherein they have found. his Preſence ? will ye perſecute men f, 

their Religion-ſakg, while yet they walk uprightly in their C IS 
ſations among men? Oh Friends ! it # not Juſtice, and ir ou R 
ment thus to do, it pleaſeth not God, neither doth it unite t e De g 
of Subjetts ih true Love and Unity, but it hath comrary effetts, an | 
that you may find. | 


Indeed 
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The Epiſtle tothe King, and his Coudcit; | 
' Indeed, according t6 my judgment, ſuch proceedings are nat geod 


- - Policy nor humane Wiſdom , for you to [eek to eſtabliſh one particular 


. Perſwaſion and kind of Religion, and impoſe that by force, and yer- 
fc ſeek tod Fas "I the reſt that are otherwiſe dF 
-they will not-deny their Principles and Conſciences, and conforms - 
this ſeems, 1 ſay,no good Policy among men; for if it doth gratifie one 
ſort of men in their deſires, ut diſcomtenteth and diſſatufieth many 
wore ," ant it breaketh Love and Unity amongst Snb;etts; and your 
ſafoty is in the uniting of Peoples hearts to you, and one t9 another in 
Love and Libert i not inthe Diviſions and Diſtxattions of people; 
ſurely this cannot be for your ſafety. When as if you did give Liberty 
to all, that were peaceable. in their Lives and Converſations, in 
thz exerciſe of their Rehigion in Faith and Worſhip to God- * 
wards ; this would cauſe all to love you, and none to be diſcontemted 
with you in good reaſon : If one ſort of People had as much Liberty as 
others (in the way of therr Religion 1 mean ) and none more 4 


others, this doubtleſs would encreaſe Content among Subjeits, and be 


a bleſſtng to you and your Authority ; and to proceed in that way which 
may keep the people in Love and Wnity one with another, and to you- 
wards, this were good Policy for- your Eſtabliſkment to'perpetmity.; 
and there ſeems to be no other way, than in ſheming Tuſtice, Mercy, 
and Liberty to all in-all right wayes, - and in the exerciſe of their 
Conſciences towards God. £ed this 15 my Judgment, the way for you 
to profþer,us, to leave the preferibing the way of Worſhip unto Gel as 
hs Spirit ſhall teach. and perſwade the Conſcience, and to leave the 
Judgment in all Caſes of Conſcience about Spiritual things, nxto 
Him, and not to. meddle about impoſing Religion, nor perſecuting 


. men for that cauſe, for it us not your place todoit ; but you art to 


rule well over the outward man, and to judge in the Caſes of wron 
between man and man, but not at all in the Caſes between God = 
mens Conſciences. L | 

... But you may: ſay, Who art thow, inferiour man, that ſeemeſt to 
adviſe us that are high and potem,, and wiſe enough for onr ſelves? 
Well, though ut be thus, though- 1 am ſo, and nt much acquainted 
with the State-affairs, nor do 1 profeſs Policy 1n 'the Grueruments of 
this World, yet 'this I ſay, What ſoever my Birth or quality be, and 
whether 1 lyve ordye, yet theſe things you muſt find tru one day ; 
(for I ſpeak, not 45 a Politician, bat a a Servant of God) that your 
Profferaty and Happineſs in this World, and hereafter, flenderb, in 
«7 4 ' ſhewing 


: 


of 


The Epiſtle to the King and his Councils . 
ſewing and executing true Tuſtice and Fud , «nd Mercy and 
c | [= towards all, without reſpect ther Title in rs 1 
feſſion and Praftice of Religion, and mm allewing Liberty of C. onſci- 
ence in the exerciſe of Faith and Worſhip aud Duty to God-mards, to 
all (hriſtian People, equally in your Dominions, and nat to perſecute 
or deſtroy any in their Perſons and Eftates, for the exereileof therr 
Religion to God-wards : This ts the way $ _ Praijeruty, and the 
contrary ts the way of your Deſtruttion, if that ye perſecute men for 
their Conſcience ſake, aud exerciſe Lordſhip and Aathority ever 
mens.Conſciences in Spiritual things ;. and if ye preſcribe a way of 
Worſhip, and ſeek. to deſtroy all that cannot conform thereunto : if ye 
Ao thus, this is not good Policy to eſtabliſh you. Well, I ſhall ſay 
little further, but that theſe things I write not as your Enemy, but 
as your Friend, who would have -you ſaved both [ual and body, awd 
not as in any kind of harſhneſs 1n my ſpirit rowards you do I write, 

but in love and compaſſionatexeſs to you and.theſe Kingdoms, . 

And I have here in brief ſtated and pleaded the Caſe + em Ins 
mocent People, called Quakers, who are at this time under gre.x 
Affuttions and Tribulations by your Authority; and it hath been in 
my heart divers times to declare the ſubſtance of theſe things wrto 
10%, but at the laſt I have choſen te write my nuind to preſent to 
concerning the matters very needful for __ to be inforoved in, and it 
5s for your ſakes as well as theirs, that Þ have done it,, that you ma 
not run on to att any thing againſt them nyon Suſpitions and Accu- 
ſations of others, without hearing our Defence ; And therefore it ts 
for the avoiding and ſtopping of Perſecution 3» the Land, for this 
cauſe have I taken in hand ſubynſſtvely, and not preſunsptuouſly, to 
fate this Plea before you, and I muſt teave it to your Conſideration; 
and cannot impoſe my Faith upon you, to believe as I'believe, bt 
having laid the Truth before you, 1 ſhall leave it tothe Lord 1» 
work Faith and Love, and Tuſtice, Aon good things |; 
your hearts, that you may bring them forth im tht exerciſe o they 
in the World. | : 

- 1 am a lover of Jufce and Mercy, 

London, the roth Truth-and Ri neſs, | 

of the ſecond moneth, Mats. 4 
1661, 


at 
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CHAP. I. 


The Caſe Stated and Pleaded concerning Swearing at all, 
© endparticularly concermng the Oath of Allegiance, 


I, 


 c E do acknowledge our ſelves to be Free- 
born People of this Kingdom of England, 
\ Vs the Land of owr Narwih,. and iy a 
| ſert, that we have jwſt and lawful FA 
and Title, as ſuch,to poſleſs and enjoy ewr Lives, Liberties and 
Eſtates, both by the Laws of God and Man ; having never unto- 
this day, ſince we were a People, Forferted our Birth-right as 
men, by any Rebellion, Sedition, Contempt, or otherwiſe ; bur 
have always been and are a People exerciſed in the Law of qus 
God, by walking j»fly towards all Men, and doing to others ai wi 
wonld be done unto, & have been and are a peaceable People under 
every Government and Authority that hath been over us fince 
the Lord raiſed us up ; And I do hereby declare, that we now 
are, and ſhall be Faithful, Innocem, and Peaceable, in our ſeve- 
ral Stations and Conditions, under this preſent Government 
of King Charles the Second, - whom we acknowledge Supream 
Magiſhare and Goverwonr over this Ki , and for Conſci- 
ence ſake we are obedient and ſubmiſhve to hit, as ſuch, in 
alkhis-Commands, either by doing and performing of what he 
juſtly requireth, ot by patrent ſuffering under, whatſoever is in- 
flicted upon us in the matters for which we cannot be obedient 


© for Conſcience ſake, when any _—_ required of us different 


from the juſt Lay of God : And to this ſubjeSion, to the King 
and his Government, we ate bound by the Law of Righteouſ- 
neſs, and ſuch hath ever been our Principle and Prattice, and is 
unto this day, tobe quves, and peaceable, and patient under 
every athnſakars ſer over us, and not inuntighteouſneſs, 
rv. Plot, 08 f, or Rebel againit any Governowrs 0x Gevern= 

. ments, 


_ "- F s 4 
ac, a A 
. 
- * w> . Wy 
"i 
- 


Concerning Swearing at all, © - + 
_ went,nor to ſeek our own Deliverance from Injuſtice and Op 
prefſeen; inſuch away. And we are perſwaded to ſeek the proj 
ſervation of the King's Perſonand Awutbor;ty, by all juſt and jp 
ful means, and notto Rebel dgainſt him with Carnal Weapons,and 
ioFar as his. Govexpment is in J#ſfite, Mercy, and Righteous 
ons we dectare re and farrbſu! fubjethion, and obediexehers 
unto;and/wharem it is otherwiſe,we ſhalbe ſubje&by'Paiem 
ſuffering, whatas unequally impoſed upon us, and yet not Re+ 
bel in any Tarbalent way Of. Canſprracies, and Inſwrrettions ; 
For our Principles are not for Yar, but for Peace with all 
men, ſo'mach as in us lyeszneither may we rendet evil for ext 
toany, butate to be ſubje& to the King and his Goverumert 
attjvely df paſſively,upon the Conditions aforementioned, At 1 
we renounce all Forreign Authority, Power, and Juriſdittion, | f 
the Pope driany elſe, from. having any Supremacy Whatſoev x: 
ove? the King, or any the good Subjetts of -England * And this vs 
Peclue;Akmowledee, and Teſtifte, m the-Fear and Preſey 
of God {to whomwe and all mankind mult give .an-account) 
ahnd'that without ſecret-Equivocation, or any: deceitful. mental 
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But”as for all Oaths and Swearimg, we utterly deny, for:Cot - 
ſcience ſake towards -God, becautfe: Chriſt Jeſus hath Cork 
manded us »ot ts Swear at all, Mat. 5. And the Apoſile {aith, 
Above all things, my brethren, Swear not, Jam.:5. and it was: 
the Principle-and Practice of divers Holy Martyrs, even tome 
of the Proteſtant Church, ſince the Apoſtles days, in all Ag, 
not to Swear at all in any Caſe : So for Conſcience ſake, anda :- 
cording to the Example of Saints-in former Ages, we do 11% 
fuſe-to Swear, in this Caſe of Allegiance'to the King, and wp 
Aher Caſes whatſoever,and we cannot Swear at all; Thought 
trxth. and verity, of all Things 1n all Caſes, ſo far as known tous, 
and as occaſion requireth,we can acknowledge and teſtifie,with 
Yea'and Nay, +as in the Fear and Preſence of God, and with 
true intent and meaning, to diſcover the Truth, as is neec ul 
tobe known ; Andinthis manner we acknowledge juſt Alle y- 
ance tothe King, and his Gevermnenty (that we ſhalllive pu a= 
. FIEIES - Jy 
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'nor Wall contrary te: the, 
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; and not Plor, nor Rebel igaint Fiim!) according to the 
Era) i a ſafe Conſcience ;; But Without «v7 Qarh or 
Swearing at all, fOr we may not break the Command of Chrift, 


| zj't WE ue ther eof 
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a People, that in ne Caſe whatſoever, though of greatdeprndancy 
gfi-tumes to ewr ſe{ver, bath in nas of pemageto ue, and 
alſo in avoiding of Sefferings, we have not taken exy Oath, nor 
Sworn at all ; whereby it is manifeſt that our refuling chiefly to 
take the Oath of Allegiance, is not becauſe it is that Oath, but 
becauſe iris a» Q«h,: and for Conſcience lake we, cannot 
Swear x all, N G 


.. And thus the fiate of our preſent Caſe about thig Qarh of 4i- 
leguarce, is. ditferenst from jome others, from all.lugh-who can 
Swear and takg -Oathet in other Caſts,' to whom taking of an 
Oh in it ſelf is not matter of Conſcience; but as for. us,'we 
make Conſcience of «ns Oath in it ſelf, and- that upon uit 
ground, ay We are able to demonſtrate, and therefore our 1c- 
ſal of this Oath of Allegiance, gives 19 ground atall, of doybt 
or ſuſpition, concerning v$z as if ' wewould not live praceably 
and quietly under this Government, or as if we would Rebel 
againſt, or plor to deſtroy the King's Perſen or Axtherity, and ſ@ 
denic &f t , ay ex wo would rays wh clear 0 
pzaceedin {uch wayes;t ent cannot juirly-De given, 
us,becauſe we fx Sang # allCaſes\vhichif it were not 
fo, but that we could Swear 3» other { aſes, and not inthe, then 
we might be the more juſtly ſuſ that we had a reſerve 
againſt the King's Perſon and Governwem,and our liying Peace- 
te, be the more doubred af ; but being our Prin+ 
ciple and prativce always 040 Swear at. all in any.Caſe wharfo- 
foes, thinrmares.al ment of Jadenfs,oc agar Bucs of 
us in thisCaſe,and alſo we being ready to confels,al juſt Awbe- 
rity and Power to the « King, to _ Obediny Gareqnts, ſo- 
lenwnly and ficerely, and tha we ſhall live, peaceable and quiet 
koder his Goverpmont, and __— Ha Rebel -ogpingh him, 
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- And the Kibg endhis Grvernmem isaot the ef (afc and 
exre,though ww; br to ſwear Obedience to Wade Ur 9 
be any ſafer or ſecxrer, if wes eontraty to our Principles 1nd 
Conſciences were forced by Penalties to Swear Allegiance ; for 
by the famle Principe: which keeps 'ws from Swearing, ah b 
which We dey 34, muſt! | artons tolive paabvably, and 
to Plat nor-Robel-againi-the Ring, and if we rendunce'bur Pettrs 
ciple anf our good:Conſcience;and be induced to Swear agzinft 
our Confciences;;: what hkelyhood is there to perform ſugh 2 
forced Oath, takeh bomezaty roour Conſciences and Princigiſes 
For if we Swear tothe King 1nd. his Onermnent becauſe of the 
fear of men and'to/faveroar Eſtates, &. and this 'contra'y to 
our Conſcienee, it might well be ſutpeRKed of us, that at op yor« 
tunity we would break, ſnob Oarhez,' for fear 'of men'or Ys 
ſelf end :- Of the other hand; /if wehad already renouriceAvar 
good Conſciences/iſd' that itmiore 2ppears,” we thall-perfo 
00d Obedience to'the King and his acknoyviedged 
by Yer, without a Ocrh, ard' in good Confcience ; ' then by. 
fwearing forced 61: ns; contrary to our Conſciences ; therefore 
our Tea may better be accepted in this Cafe, then Sweary cart 
be defnande8 of us + Aid alſs/if we: ſhould ebavge Wit 1 the 
Times, andtrenwnce bat Principles ach Chnſciences zand 4 weir, 
| we thoald mike tr ſelves »ll;wlow nd 2 ferrwts-alFrach.atid 
dring one ſHfvesirito. 2' Watiny not ever to be. roſie tx | 
Caſe, if We&'Thould 54» and bend to Trmes and Prperi 7 Fi 
for terr6ir -0f red , dehy/ or Retigion, ag other Hypod 
And 1 very well betteverlat'the- King Wolld- 
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natties and Forfei axſuch 

their'Oaths; I Say, 5f we do not litte-prateably,/ but: pler- 

we apebeming bye Clertwonmns/laecey, ug. 
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x Contiridiy Swenainganll: ) - _ 
Se 23 Sapream Magiſtrate over theſe-Kingdoms, 2 
_ \ char'we are otherwiſe than Parts an ney 
Ppleterthe wy entree 4./\Noris ir manifeſt; 
wk por oy eo fo to'continue, /in | 
"Þ King hrs, | 
to Tyme of "Heaven, anhd:to. 


People wha ra 'Thatr Gu preſent Safe ings ns 542g 
ſonment, and whatſoever elie we .may ſuft, erin this 
Refuſing to-take-rhe Oatbof «Mleagiance it is:nor for” 

gamft the: King, nor- _ retufing to acknowledge 
krbyn ity to thy apy n6r fordenying JsftOkedience wo: 
and the-Good Laws of the Land, norftor denying to live pea; 4 
ably ini the Kingdom under'the King's Autberity 5 Beeaaſet > | 


all this we. acknowledge ſolemnly 'in Teaand/Npy- [Nei x 
are our Sufferings in-this\ or any\Coidriveeoninds G id | 
nor Men ;*but our heepong cher'Commar 8+ 


of Chitiſt;, which to-uy is marr of Contcterice to perfor 4! 
more than to fve'our own Eiveser Eftates; and dur Su i= 
ings are, becauſe we ran Ser at all, tad not Krauſs re 
are Rebelliahed, ot that we teor Fuſt: Allegiance to:thsKiy yo” | 
and ſuch our  Sufferings eritigrarouor av Eviladeere; nor- juſtty- 17” 
righteouſly'as 
oo caſe, tow 
ee ne 

iſt Fe, we an ov bY 
4 Eager and: our - Proſecntory,” 'thitras Saints. MES | 
unit 

rite} Ole 


jo imbis Cie Indfor our Fa; < 
eavex; [21d not" for £4 Adel i 
_ Diſobpditrerre/King wy pb woes Authority : 
wecuted, in the? caſe; for EY fo 5p: ray vr 


the = gag 
ance, tothe Ruinewh Perſon, Winecand Families ines 
World; then we'{{halb have :caoſeaofayy>Qctuſen! is- 
fully taken againft us, 'to deſtroy. ws, and we.areC 
againſt, contrary to the End of. Tuft Government, Which-is, to. 
the 'Peaceable, andinorto hWxpaign .atid ediitha- 
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yas Off eller; becauſe we ate nor ity of "Ev ; 
God" tror-Man; ' aud our $u are ye Clo8 
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' Concerning Metting together t worſhip God, = 


Fiear-at all, ſuch our Suffering is for ons Conſgience ſake,and 


are therein ted unrighteouſly, as {nnocent Ptople, 
without j And,we mutt commit this our Cauſe 
to yet who ——_ I_ the Oppreſſions of bis. P 
will _ their Cauſe jn iy Jeaſon, And for the preſent 
this is.all 1 have to ay, and preſent, Ccancerning this Cafe f 
Sweets and epnconingthe « Oath of Allegiance, 
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Fe —_ Tot and pleaded, concerning « our M, ting. 
fegever to CP Rl | 
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do weet together in.the Nor of To Chriſt, and 
in 1s Power Sp Fs, and we do Comve t 0 
BY Fear of God, to ut; ph New to gn the 


Teachings of tis Holy Spire, 


tn all auy, wayes,: how to 
Men.,; SE cs we practi 
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8 . Conternivy ITY 
only, and abloſite Endiri our Meeting, -is' to W#rthip 
the Lord our God, and'to ferve Hirt and w-wait't n Him, 
in Obedience to his Will,and Regs Confciericef | 25'0u7 
Dury towards Hum. WU _ Res % 
And this vur proſtce of Men! for tho Keen 

Cauſe mentioned, if it be in P«64 Kip re, oh knt 
Xpper Chambers,os i in the Open Fields on what day fs carat is 409g 
ful and juſt in the fight. of God, and 1s according a, the Ex- 
ample of the Priminve Saints, _ rovable by the Scriptures, 
As in Afs 1.13,14. And when the Diſciples and Saints returned 
arg > exuſalem, they went up +30 an Upper Chamber, both Men 
omen, and waited upon the Lord, and Coftinued _ = 


hate en, 
frrbtiemarei of rhe ie enim r paid few 


Np 30, 31, Aud fall years, 
Fr ub the Kin if God, dorgeat inn Gr ' 
i br correct the Shiner, wo 1s tell weeegs ing rogither. 
mrnty of ſome was, whom he \ Heb:10, 25; Bywhi 
Feſtimonies, with divets others that mightbe given, it is 1a4- 
nuſt;, thatthe Saines of Godin EET td mitt togr- 
ON God, ro orcs 0! kn Mg dnl 


a ot I 


_ 4 Condamuitix 
puſticoche fhr:at GogHar Men, but altogether 


. And foraſmuch as by reafon of the late I»ſarrettion of forme 
few perſons in. Lexdon, our lawful Afembling of our 'ſelves 
together in the Worſhip of God, .15 under ut and 
prohibition, and by Proclamation, forbidden, under the deno- 
mination rye weve _ ; A—_ and our Beings 
1mprifoned er that cauſe at Afembling; - 
ſelves to wait.upon God. - Now in this Caſe, this I plead uns 
tothe King, That we are no manner .of way guilty of. that 4e- 
furrethion, upon which the | Proclamatian- oft forbidding our 
Mectings: was grounded 5 and therefore . ought. nor 430/1uffer 
withthe;guilty, beinginnocent from. the very pccafiewof that 
Prockitmation; and for the we. 6 Meetings, for 
and betauſeiof the 1# w/e that others made of theus,this ſeems ' 
ndamrizg.of the InmceniWith the Guilty, Which. is ho way 


that 
we. ſhauld tuffer for other-aents favits; though fuch did abuſe 
their Zaderty,c and pervert the end of- their cAfecetrwys into 
l up tyith Carmel Heapens ink the King ; ſo.did not we, 
her in ;ﬆevt nop ator ; and therefore our Mertings ought 
novts be probibured; for the cauſe of other mens fav/ts and awſ« 
txrriages” in that caſe,; And alſo.we have the King's Promiſe, 

divers times, That we ould not fitffer. fox our | 
white we adevnothing againſt the Peace of the Ringvom and 

tz: which yer we never have dane," normade at 

ill uſe of our Meetings, narof the King's Pronnſer, rior fotteive 
them, and therefore,according to his 8wn we ought 
to have our Meetings, and enjoy them without reſtraint, becaufe 
we havenat farfer ed the benefit of ins former Projmſer in thay 


behalf," nox ever-made,ufe'of our Meetings, to pl os' confpirs 
againſt the' Gouernwent,'.t0 its r rg «Sons. _—_ 
cauſe.ofiour inriocency. betein, -the benefit of his-fermex Pro- 
miſts; azz yer-40 force-untorus , 10 protect our laivint Meet- 
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ings, and noots prohibit then; ;and though upon ſa#þvr 50 0h 

our Mecting have'been! Reflrazed; PE AD en: 

foned | re Procianan oy, we being : ptoved nuetens.,. 

2nil -withour pile: of then riches wie it, a De) 
W 0uncl 


26 ConcirilngourMeermpeopetberdd worſhig God. 

Council may and ought in Juſtice and good Reaſon, to Reverſe 
and Revokg that part of the Proclamation related to us, as being 
——_— that we =_ enjoy onr ow Meetings — bo 

Scriptures and Example of Saints, according to 
King's own former Promnuſes. | t; 

EV, | 
. All theſe things confidered and rightly underſtood by the 
King and his Conceil, it will- appearunto them, in g20d. rea- 
fon, 1. That our Meetingrare juſt and lawful in themielves; 
becauſe they are for -—- orſhip of From _ God, and:£o 
Waſt u im.” 2, They are according to the Example 6f 
the Apoltles, becauſe the dedippns prove the like Meetings, 
3. And they are not 0s a6 his ewn Promiſes, and Tolerg« 
£c0x that he gave for fix Months after his comingoin, Becauſe 
he ſaid ,' /Ye ſhould. not ſuffer for aur Religiong: if "me. daved 
peaceably ; and we were not difturbedby Authority from him 
(that we know of ) in our Meetings, till this occaſion, :4, fr 
will Appears That we ought in Tuſlics and Equity to: have our 
lawful Meetings yroteted and preſerved by —_— Amtho- 
r:ity,and not ted ; becauſe we are not guilty of that which 
eccafioned this preſent Reſtraint : but what we have ſuffered 
in this caſe, it hath been upon falfutoen, and without any of 
mſos as > : _ for _ inds and COnIES on 
e innocent, that We May enjoy -eur 

Meetings. for the exerciſe of God's Worſhip, and not bay 

hibited in the. King's Dominions under his Authority., 

| IS. £ | | | 
« Butand if we are perſecuted and 5mpriſoncd, and made to/ſuf- 
fer for this Cauſe of Meeting together , to worſhip God and 
wait upon Him;' in Conſcience and Duty towards ant 
for following the Scriptures.kxample, as the Saints of old, as 
afore-mentioned ; we muſt only commit our Caxſe to the God 
of Heaven, and in. patzexce ſuffer under whatſoever is un- 
equally inflifted upon us for this matcer, if men ſhew- the 
herght of Oppreſſimn towards usz and we muſt put 0n the 'ſpinic 
of Long-/uffering and Fordear ance, .and leave Vengeance pa the 


bl 
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- 


| Conterning yajing of "Tyeher> © & on 
Lord, who will 4n his ſeaſon redreſs our Cauſe, if that we are 
rſecuted for meeting together, and for worthipping of the 
Ford , according as his Spirit perſwaJes our Conſciences; 
and ſuck our Sufferings are, not for eyil-doing, nor as Tranſ- 
greſſors againſt God nor the King , but.as Servants of God 
we ſuffer, and for holding the Teſtimony of JESUS, and 
a good Conſcience, And thus I have brought the ſtate of 
our Caſe, as concerning our Meetings, untsthe Kings know- 
| ledge, and muſt leave it to his ſerious views and happy will 
he be if he hath regard to the Aﬀlicted ; but if he ſtop hs 
Ear from the Cry of the Poor, and ſuffer them to be de- 
ſtroyed , who ſhall plead for him, or excuſe him in the Day 
of the Lord, .when He comes to Judgement, to reward every 
man according to his deeds, 


ad —_— 


CHAP. III, 


The Caſe ſlated and pleaded concerning Tythes, as paid 
among the Jews, and alſo among the Chriſtians 3 and 
the Cauſe why we refuſe to pay them at this day. 


| 


E do acknowledge that Tyhes, as inſtituted, given, 
and received in the Law of Moſes, amongſt the 
Jews, and according to the Commandment of 'God, were of 
Heavenly Ordination, and were for that Holy Hſe and End, of 
maintaining the_Lewitical Prieſthood, and the Poor,the Widows, 
and the Strangers in {ſrael : and w2 know that whileſt thar 
Livitical Priefthood- of Signs, and Types, and Figures Was 
yet wifmſhed and unfulfilled by Chrift Jeſus the Everlaſting 
Prieſt, That Lay that gave and Tteceived Tythes was in force, 
and it.was finful againſt God, and contrary to his Lay, in ati 
of 1ſrael to withhold their Tythes, and not to pay them , an 
ſuch as did, robbed God and the Poor , and the Prophet 
complained againſt them ; = then the Ordination of Tythes 
Was 


= (morning Paying of Tyhes,” |. 
was of God, and the Pra&tiſe and End of them was good and 
blefled ;- But that Law and Prieſthood , that 'Fave and re- 
ceived them, is finithed and ended,with all the Types and Sha- 
daws of the firft Covenant, Heb.7.12, and ne Teſus the ever- 
laſting Prieft of God, is come, in whom is ended the firf Prieſt- 
hood that took 'Tybes, and that Lay that gave them, and he 
hath put an end to Tythes, Temple, Priefts-Office,under the Lay - 
among the Jews, and all owrward Types and Figures, and firſt Co- 
venant, and is an'High Prieft for ever, and the everlaſting Sub- 
ſtance of all Shadows. pertaining to the frff Covenant, and hath 
finiſhed them,andended them ; even that Law and Ordinance 
that gave and received Tythes, and that Prieſthood to whom 
Tythes pertained, ſo that though it was wnlawful in the firſt Co- 
enant to withhold the payment of T yrhes, yet that (overant be- 
ing ended, and that Law and Prieſthood, and another Covenant 
and Priefthood eſtabliſhed, to whom the Law of God allows not 
the Tythes of mens eſtates, it ſeems novv to be unlawful to pay, 
receive,ot demand Ty: hes, and for good Conſcience lake we can- 
not do ir, | 

7 4 | - #* fi 

- We cannot now pay Tythes according to the firff Covenant; 
nor uphold any part of the firſt Prieſthood, that ttood 1n Types 
and Shadows, nor ſubmit to that Law, by any obdience tg it, 
"which once gave and received T ythes ; Seeing Jeſus Chriſt is 
come 1n the fel, who hath ended all rhat (ovenant, with every 
thing that perrained thereunto; and we bzlieve in Jeſus Chriſt as 
the everlaſting ſubſtance, and receive the Law, by which we 
walk, in all things from him, and not from Abraham, nor Mo- 
ſes : Forhe # with ws, who is greater then they, whoſe yaw 
and Example we muſt follow,in the Adminiſtration of the Goſ- 
pel, and not the Law and Example of Abraham and-Moſet, in 
the firſt Covenant, who did but prophebie of Chrifty and did not 
witneſs him fully com2, but died wi the Faith ; Now if we 
thould pay Tythes according to the firff Covenant, and ftagiphold 
any part of that Prieſthood which took T ythes, which was but & 
Type of Chiilt the everlaſting Prieſt , then we ſhould deny 
Teſus Cbriſt to be come in the fleſh, and turn back again to the 
Law,and ts the Jewes Ordirances,, and prave our felves n- 
behevers 


Concerning Paying of Tythes. I3 
believers and Antichriftian, for he that denies Chriſt to be come 
in the Flelh,is of Amichrift, 1 John 4.. 3. and we may as well 
turn back to Circumciſion, Sacrifices, and Burm-offerings, as to 
pay Tythes, being all pertaining to the firſt Covenant, and Prieſt. 
hood, which whomſozver doth uphold, denieth Jeſw Chriſt to 
be come in the Fleſh, and ſo are of Antichriſt ; bur w2 believe 
Chriſt is come,and wehave received him,as the exd and finiſhing 
of the firſt Prieſthood, and we believe in him, as the everlaſting 
Saſtance,wwto hath put an end to Tythes, Temples, Burnt-offerings, 
&c. And we confeſs unto bim as our Judge and Law-giver, and 
have renounced all hadowes pertaining: to the firſt Covenant, 
whereof one was T ythes, and for Conſcience lake, and that we 
may continue in the Faith of Chriſt, the Subſtance, and not deny 
him, therefore it is that we refuſe, and cannot pay T ythes, for 
we are Chriſtians and Belrevers, and not Jewes, nor Children of 
the firſt Covenant. 
III. 

And there is no Example by any of the Apeſtles or Saints, in 
all the new Teſtament, that ever any of the Chriſtians that be- 
lievedin Jeſus Chrift, gave, paid,ot received Tythes; 1 lay, there 
is no Example at all, by either Precept or Prattice, lefcus on re- 
cord, that any of the Miniſters of the Goſpel, in the Apoſtles 
days, did pay or recerve Tythes, for any Mimfterial Cffice nox 
otherwiſe ; But we do believe, that none of the Chriſtians 
in the firſt nor ſecond Age after Chriſt, fince-his Reſurre&ion,did 
Inſtitute, Pay, or Recerve Ty:hes as Maintenance of Goſpel Afi- 
ziſtry ; but we believe that the Mrmfters 07 Chriſt whom he ſent 
forth to preach the Goſpel af:er his Aſcencion, did bear witne!s 
to the new Covenant, and to Feſws Chriſt the Subſtance, and a- 
gainſt Temple, Sagrifices, Tythes, and firſt Pr;eſthoad, and the 
worſhip of the firſt Covenant , and ſaid, that Covenant was found 
faxlty and none could attain perfettion, as pertaining-to the Conſc;- 
ence, init, and therefore God took that Covenant away, that he 
might eſtabliſh a better, Heb. 8. 6, 7. Heb. 6. 19, Andalſo 
divers of the Holy Martyrs ſince the Apoſtles days, as William 
T horpe, and ethers, did Preach down 7 jthes, and denied the 


- Payment of them, and for Conſcience ſake to Gol, could nei- 


ther grve nor receive Tythes, but fully wimefled againſt them, 
\ C 2 though 


I4 Concerning Paying of Tythes, 
though they ſuffered for it in their days ; So that,” _. 

1. We have no Example from the Apoſtles nor Chriſtians in 
their dayes, to pay Tithes, but rather the Contrary; for 
we have Teſtimony from - them , that the firſ® Covenant 
and Prieſthood," with all Shadowes and Ordinances thereunto be- 
longing (whexzeof Tyrhes was one) were d:ſanulled, finiſhed; and 
ended by the coming of Chriſt'; and a new Covenant eſtabliſhed, 
in which nothing is tignified of paying Tyhes : From whence 
1t may appear to all, that Tythes are ended, and not to be payed 
in the new Covenant. 

2, We have clear Example from the Martyrs ſince the Apo- 
files days,not to pay Tythes ; for divers of the Proteſtant Martyrs, 
(called the Fathers of their Church) did witneſs againſt Tythps, 
and refuſed to pay any. | 

3. We believe in our own Conſciences, That Tythes, as ye- 
ceived, and payed in theſe dayes, are not of any I»ſtitution of 
Ged, nor exerciſed to any good uſe and end, but that they arg of 
Antichriſt, and Oppreſſion, and unwſt Exaltions, and Impoſitions 
upon the poor People of theſe Kingdoms ; and therefore jye 
do refuſe to pay Tythes, and we cannot for good Conſcience 
ſake; and-the exerciſe of our Conſciences herein in denying ro 
pay Tythes, is well and lawfully grounded upon the Coming of 
C ih, and upon the Example of the Apoſtles and Martyrs, And 
thus in brief I have ſhewed concerning Tyhes, and why 
we refuſe to pay them, and the matter of our Conſciences in 
that Caſe. | 

| IV. 

As for Tjthes, as now demanded, paid, and received, in theſe 
Kingdoms, we know they are not of heavenly Inſtitution, nor 
for a good uſe and end ordained .and practiſed, bur as they are 
now paid, both in theſe Kingdoms, and through Chriſtendom, 
they are of Popsſh Inſtitution,” and were firſt ordained, paid, and 
received by the Authority of the Church of Rome, and were wn- 
equally impoſed upon the Nations through her Authority, for the 
#ſe and end to maintain her Prieſts, and Clergy,and Cherch-; and 
the Inſtitmiion, and payment of T ythes among Chriſtians , was 
no: till near 409 Tears after Chriſt, as Hiſtorians tay ; and for 
divers Ages after that, there were no Lawes enjoyning and 
forcing 


Concerning Paying of Tythes. IF 
forcing the payment of them, rot till about the Year 786, that 
Pape Adrian the firſt, fent two Legates into England, to make a 
Decree, that the People of two Kingdoms (to wit) Merc-land and 
Northumberland, ſhould pay Tythes, By theſe and other Tefti- 
monies it is manifeſt, that th»: Payment of Tythes amongſt Chri- 
ftians, had their firſt Original fromthe C hurch of Rome and by 
Succeſſion from thence , and not from the Apeſiles are Tythes 
paid, given, and received at this day in theſe Kingdoms ; and 
the 1nſtitutron, payment, and «ſe, and exd of themis not accord- 
ing to the Law of Moſes at all - for Tythes,as then amongſt the 
Tewes, ordained, and payd, were for the happy uſe, to feed the 
Poor, the Widows = Fatherleſs in Iſrael, that there ſhould 
not be « Beg gar amongſt them:But the «ſe and end of the payment 
of them now 1n theſe dayes, is for the maintaining a company of 
Prieſts, in their pride and fulxeſs, and the poor and the rangers 
may ſtarve,andlie begging up and down at the corners of the ſtreets, 
So that we cannot for conſcience ſake at this day pay Tyhes. 

I, Becaule the firſt /»ſf11xt:on of them among ( hriſtrans, was 
nor from Heaven,nor from Chriſt Teſws,nor his Apoſtles, but from 
the Pope and Church of Rome, 

2. Becauſe the-»ſe and end of Tythes is not according to God, 
nor Righteouſneſs, but for the maintaining the Prieſts 1n pride, 
and fulneſs, and their Famihies ; and in the mean time the Poor 
want, 

3. Becauſe the continued payment of themis exattion and 1m-. 
poſition, contrary to the Goſpel of liberty and peace, upon the per- 
ſo:ir, eſtates, and conſciences, of many good People in theſe King- 
domes. 

V 


All theſe things rightly and juſtly confidered, it is manifeſt, 
an«! plainly apparent to all good men, that this matter of de, 
nying topay 1 ythes,is a clear caſe of Conſcience with us, and that 
we hve ſuſhcient ground to make conſcience hereof, and for 
g50d conſcience ſake we may j#ſtly refuſe and deny topayT ythes; 
and the exerciſe of our Conſciences herein, is bottomed upon 
d right foundation, as 1 have made appear, andit is notfor Cove- 
ror7{neſs to our ſelves, nor in contempt of eAutherity, nor in will- 
. fwine/s to wiong any man of his Juſt r:ght, nor for any _ 

: evi 


x6 — Concerning Paying of Tythes. 
evil exd,that we do-refuſe to pay Tythes ; but it is for Conſcience 
ſake,only & alone for that end,that we may keep our Conſciences 
clear inthe fight of God, by our Faithful? in denying of 
what we are convinced of to be evil and not of God, as I have 
ſhewed, we are in this caſe of 7ythes; and we dare not fin 
againſt God by diſobedience to him, nor uphotdthe paymene 
of Tythes in theſe Kingdoms, which are ſo ev:/, both in their 
Ordination, and in their #ſe and Erd, as paid in theſe dayes, as 
I have ſhewed ; for if we ſhould, we might offend þ#s Spirze, 
and our own Conſciences, and bring anguith upon owr Sowls, and 
be guilty of denying of (rift and his Commg, and of making |. 
void the New Covenant ; and of walking contrary to the Ex- 
amples of the Ap:ſtes and holy Martyrs, and of upholding An- 
tichriſt and his Kingdom : Theſe, with many other Evils, we 
run our ſelves into, if w2 ſhould pay Tythes in theſe dayes, and . * 
afrer the Romiſh Inſtitution ; and therefore it is for Conſcience 
ſake that we do tefuſe to pay Tythes ; And whatſoever we do 
ſuffer becauſe thereof, it is Perſecution, and for, and becauſe 
we cannot fin againſt our God: and it 1s not for Emil doing, 
for Rebellion, nor for Tranſ, greſſion againſt the Law of God, nor 
the Tuſt Laws of Men ; but it is for holding the Teſtimony of 
Teſus and a Good Conſcience ; and in ſuch our Sufferings, we 
_commit-our Cauſe to the God of Heaven, patzently bearing 
what is-unequally inflicted upon us for.this matter ; and our 
Cauſe is Juſt and Innocent for which we ſuffer, and we have - 
more reſpect to keep owr Faith and Conſcience towardsGod, than. | 
to ſave o#r Eſtates or Liberties ; for could we tranſgreſs againſt 
God, and pay Tyhes, we might preſerve owr Liberties and | 
Eſtates, which we have endangered and loſt often, becauſe we 
could not ; which may ſhew that 'it is not for Covetowſneſs nor |; 
ſelf-ends,that we refuſe to do zt; And this our Caſe about Tythes, | 
and the reaſon why we cannot pay them, is in brief Rated and 
pleaded, before the King and his Council, and I leave it-to 
their Confidzrations in the fighrof Gol, only to warn them, 
that they perſecute ngt any for the Caſes of Conſcience, nei- 
ther in-chis nor in any other thing, leſt the effeR of it be ſad 


upon them, ina day when God vifits them with Judgments. 
CHAP.:: 


17 
CHA-P.. IV. 


The Caſe ſtated and pleaded, concerning gruing Security 
by Bond, to lrye peaceably , or to Sifver Caſes then 
and there, &c. as us often required of us. 


I, 

Oraſmuch as we are often demanded, to g:ve Bond of One 

or two hundred Pounds ( ox the like) for Security (fo called) 
That we will live peaceably ; or, that we will appear and anſwer 
ſuch Caſes objefted againſt us, Ot ſuppoſed of 19, Now we can- 
not give ſuch kind of formal Engagements out of the Counſel 
of God, to be or do, Or to appear, Or anſwer, this, or the other 
Caſe, when as we are no 7 ranſgreſſors in the- things ob;etted 
againſt us, and Juppſed of us; and when we are ſuſpected 
by prejudiced minds, of fuch and ſuch matters, of which we 
are no wayes gi/ty in the fight of Godnor men ; and then 
it1s kemanded, of us, to bind our Jebovs, to find Sureties, and to: 

anſwer this and the other Objettion and Suppoſition, only falſly [; 

poſed and ſuSpetted againſt us, by men hob —__— . £4 7. 
This Demand we cannot fulfill for Conſctence-ſake ; becauſe 
we are clear, and not guilty of ſuch Suipitions ; nor can we bind 
our ſelves (out of the Counſel of God) upon Penalties and For- 
feitwres,to appear and anſwer ſuch and ſuch grownd/eff Objettivns ; 
for if we ſhould in that manner bid and engage our ſelves not 
to do ſo, of anſiver this and the a:her Objettion againitus, when 
we know our ſelves innocent of that Accuſation, to which weare 
toan{wer,and that itis not in cur hearts to do the thing where ,: 
of we are doubted, but contrary to our Faith and Principles ; 
then this were a betraying of our own Hrnocency in that behalf, 
and a rendring of us gui/ty to all men, when as we are c/ear ; and 
by binding our felves, as afore-mentioned, weſhould be repu- 
ted Tranſgrefſors : for Bonds and Ergagements by Forfeunres 
| and Swms of Money, are for the Guilty,and not for the /nnocent ; 
and we may not berray our gwi/tleſs Canſe, and bring it under 
falſe reputation amongſt men, by giving ſuch b:nding Engage- 
wents, And again, when as we are clear of any ſuch Swij1tron; 
*$ 


=; Concerning giving Security by Bond. : 

as are made againſt us,if we ſhould bixd our ſelves,as aforeſaid ; 

1t many tim?s doth appear, that occafion is more taken againſt 
us, in anſwering or appearing,and we made to be greater Offen- 
ders than before ; and there again our Inrocency is betrayed,” 
when as :#nocent of the fact ſuppoſed againſt us, yet mide Of- 

fenders in anſwering through formalities and tricks inthFeourte 
of Lav practiſed at the tim2 of Anſwering ; and therefore wz 

do in good Reaſon and Equity, deny to b:nd owr ſelves in.that 

manner, and to give ſuch Security ( ſo called) leſt we ſhould” 
betray our own Innocency, and render our Cauſe to fa/ſe Re- 

pmtations in that behalf ; and lelt we ſhould fall into a Remedy, 

to clear us of falſe Suſpitions, worſe than the Suffitions thens- 


ſelves, by laying our ſelves liable to greater — in an-* 


ſwering to our Accuſations falſly objected, than our ſ# ering can 
be by the Accuſations themſelves ; and-evil-minded men, de - 
often take greater occaſion againſt us in anſwering falſe Charges 
and groundleſs Smppoſitions laid againlt us, than they can take by 
- the {ale Charges and Suſpitions themſelves ;- and fo we aannot 

bind our ſelves, as aforeſaid, to fulfil the Wills of men, and 
thereby expoſe our ſelves to a far greater ſuffering (to be taken 
in it ) for to eſcape 4 /eſſe, 


But as for /iv3ng peaceably in the Land, and b2ing ſubjeR in. 


all jſt and good things to the King and his Government ; and not 
to plot againit them, nor to harm any perfon whatſoever, . bur to 


be in love with all and in g00d behaviour towards all, and to 


anſwer to any thing jy required of us : This is'our Prin- 

ciple to do, and hath ever been our Prattice, and we are bound” 
by the Law of God to perform this x every particular ; and we: 
canfully make Confeſſion hereof, andrefafie 1t in Vea and Nap, 
according to the New Covenant and Chriſt's Command, who hath: 
ſaid, Let your Pea; be Pea, and yowr Nay, Nay, but not by: 
as Oath, nor binding our ſelves upon tuch Penalties and For-. 
fettures in Engagerzents by ſums of Money, out of the Counſel 
of God ; and our Pea and.Nay, in this and all other caſes, 
more binding tous, than all the formal Engagements of others; 
and ve make as much Conſcience to perform or Pea andNap, 

as any others do their Daths or Bonds ; aud if we do not,” bur 


do \ 


= 


— — 


| Chnctrmug mreing Sealrity by Bond. © I'9. 
do-plot and rebel, and be of evil behaviourtowards any,then let 

us ſuffer the-ſame, as if- we had bound our ſelves in/Forfeitures: 
of great ſums of Money,and:broken ſuclravr Engagements : and 
norman need inany cale;hnd hineſelf. upon fuch Puiny and For- 
fegyres; not.to break.the Laws; of the-Land!z when as the Ju- 
ſice of the Law will be executed upon him it. be tranſgreſs it, 
whether he bind. himſelf, or.not, beforehand, -not to break it ; 
and:this-is the thing.we alwayes offex-i, here we are, if we bave 
brokgn any Jaw des u ſuffer accarding te the Lew ;1 and if at any 
time we axe found guilty of, ran(grefiing the, Law, /et 4. then 
ſuffer accordingly, whether Death. or Bows; - we crave na favour, 
but the Execution of juſt Law: And in the mean time, being we 

are clear of Rebelhoy and other Tranſgrefſion ; Who ſhall accuſe 
us ? or,who can ceaſonably.requite ſuch or ſuch Engagements of 
us to do, or not to do, or anſwer ſo or fo;; ſeeing we mult in Ju- 
ſtice ſuffer the pum:ſ#ment of the Lay when we rmanſgreſs it ; 
which we muſt do, if we ate at any time guilty, whether we 
beforehand 6:4 our ſelves to the contrary ornot 2: And allo, if 
we ſhould bind our ſelves, by the Engagements,of ſuch-and ſuch 
Sums of Money, to live quiet{y and not to rebel ©. yerwe ſhould 
be no. better truſted becauſe thereof,  for'thatwould not ſlay 
the principle of Strife and Wars in us, but- rather cauſe us to 
marmur becauſe of our bondage, and fhive for liberty ; and 
alſo if we were men of diſpoſitions rowar and plat, &c. it can- 
not be ſuppoſed by r wable men, that any Evgagement by any 
ſum of Money, would bind us fzom it,- upon oceaſion, ſeeing 
we might hope in ſuch attempts to ſave oux Sums of Meney, 
and to gain” far more advantage , or-elſe we hazarded to loſe 
all ; and to gain a greater advantage (if we were men of ftrife) 
we would not doubt to attempt to. loſe a lefle ;- and we being 
men not of rife, we cannot b:nd oux telves as aforelaid,in this 

ot any caſe ; neither can any in good reaſon deſue the ſame of 

us, 1f they rightly conſider the caſe, 
» LACY 


, Thus things conſidered, it is fully manifeſt, That upon 

ood Reaſon and a clear Conſcience, we do refuſe and deny to give 
Bend, 'and make ſuch/ and ſych E ppagomens by Forfeywres of 
"Sums of Money ; It is, I ſay, in good Keaſon and Conſcience, and 
+ not 


20 Crnrentind viel anp Sy Ind.) 
not in any w:/fulsrf,ot fiubornneſs, 61 contempr of Anthority that 
we do it,nor as thouph we were guilty in ſuch mater ſauſpe&ed, 
and durſt not anfwereht Law; bur- ye do it to keep our Tuns- 
cency clear,and flot to betray imo fetkcauſe' of doubt that we 
are. guilty, i122, . That Shay not *fy'Gur {elves liable'to's 
greater ſuffering, by anſwering falſe Suſpr rons/ an>-Avenſat ions, 
as it ofcen happeneth in''the proceedings in- courſe of- Law» 
3. That ve may not come under men- of evil prejudiced minds, 
that ſeek more occalivh 292jnſt us thantfiey have;-and we may 
not fulfill\ theielwills; and: ro give themoccafion againftus, 
when as iti the Accuſations they hive quiftly rionte.” 4 Thar. 
we may not expoſe our ſelves to be entrapped and enſnartd into 

eater Sufferings, to avoid a leſs, 5. That we may walkin the 

oftrine and (omamant of (brift Jeſus, Who rath thinimitnded 
ro let our Pea4e Dea, and our Nay be Nay ; and whattoevex 
Oah or Engagement (but of the Counſel of God)1is more,comes 
of the Evil, which we may not do. 

Theſe,with ſome others; are Reaſons and Cauſes why w? 
cannotfor Conſcience ſake bind our-felves in fuck kind of for- 
wal Engapements (out of the Will of GodYto do, ornot to do; to 
anſwer this falſe Swſpitionor the' other ; burwe do deny it out . 
of good Reaſon and Confcience. And Ao there is no Exam- 
pleforit, that we know, among the Saints in former Ages,that 
any of them ever bound themſelves to-any Kings or Rulers in 
any ſuch kind of Ergapements, neither can wer this day; but 
as I ſaid, If we tray mow Law, et us faffer by it ; \f'wwe 
are already, or hereafterbe' found guilty, ve defire nothing bit 
the juſt execution of juft-Liews, and in parrence wie ſhall bear it ; 
bur beforehand we-may not 6;nd onr telves in formal Engage- 
ments out of the Wilt of God, to-promſe uwpoty Forfeitwres and 
Penalties what we will 4s-0r ſay, or Whitive will ir-do (or faq; 
for at the Will and Difpoſiire of the Almighty we are, in ill 
things and caſes; and it is our Principle and Belief, That:we) 
abidirg in the Fear and Counſel of God, can be nd ather than peate:* 
able, juft, righccoug and tanocent 77 the Dund*;/'So thi what" 
ſozver we mayor de {uffer-for Hig oe, Rp aged oy md, 
or exgage our ſelves ſo mlffa, as aforefatd, 'it is for Trutha ſake, \ 
and iuch our Sufferings: are Perſecytion and areal , and'we * 

muſt | 


ge «428 Ix 
muſt commirour Cauſe to God, ovlioony)l pleadit-in his fex- 
fon, if chat we axe perſecaryd for thechuſe: trad [ifs Smfpition, 
atid becauſe we canngt- - w-anſwer- 'Objettions. 
— L have ſoughr our ," and laid iti before the 
mggand f near it. dhidkroict 6 jo anbiehemFaicr, 
Matoyand Long -faſfarreg, \ardt in" 6 he wilt be 
dined: bir rh bige if che contrary be dioughe forchp ths theres 
will be more miſerable. = HOfES7 
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inevery: ot, 'Nation, City and Country, for the erid 
aforelard (91 Yi) That Ewi-deers may be made affaid-and &vv- 
_ fares Fr rey mere Tranſ- 

eſſion ma KR: ghreouſniſs prome- 
"= and v4 x48 ſed Jet ind forupainabs' ALI this 


3s the very end of Em overiment of \ Princes; 'or 
others, amongft Men upon the Earth,. Eyen that the Ozaward 
mike) may bi. kept:in! gaod orderranat crmeroury cotveectation 


noon ours Oe ny ar ray cage 


og © 18 puniithabte; by-fuc Awthorary, .Thigis the 
g =D — — —— re Kangdomwoat the Works, 


"ovicwragaatoras er ns wo He - governz'or 
"ap 0215 rings CS Toy 
x es bexween 


hy rence; This Do- 
minion 


-miniod and Authority ontypetiains to the [award Gever mart 
and Rete of | Jeſs Ehtift-by;his- Eternal Spirit, but not to any 
Outward Government. of cKings,, Princes, Parliaments, 01 any 
othess ; They, 1 lay,opBlggny to exerciſe Autharity over the 
Perſars and Eftater of Peafiforin 2H juſt and: lawful things.and - 
matters; but .nbttover the. ( ooſcrepces gfcany inctheexercile of 
[Duty towards: Gad, :0r :1tt the Laſes and Matters of Worſhip 
and Religion. . : Koen 2261 £7 4 


The Exerciſe ant Exeation'ofthis Tuff Government over the 
Outward Man, as aforeyjeſcribed, ought to be commirted into 
the hands of faithful, juſt and upright men,ſuch as fear the Lord, 
.and hate (\#verowſneſs, and every evil way, in all Kingdoms- of 
-the World ;, The Execiition of the. Government in all Juſt 
Laws, onght (1 ſay) to be commirted to ſuch ggen , and. not ' 
to Drunkards, Lyars, Covetons or Ev1l-munded perſons, Ambi- 
trous or V ain-glorious perſons in any Nation ; ſuch as theſe ought 
not to be entruſted wich'-the Execution of the Government, 
and the good Laws of anyKingdom ;for ſuch will: not be a 
Bleſſing unto the Land, nor unto anyPeople, but.a Curſe, and 
the caufe of. provoking God to' /ruyeexcs\ and BY ah againſt 
\theinſelves, the: Peopte/ahd/the Governments; 2f ſuch men 
'whom God choofeth not;be choſerr to make-Laws and exctur 
them, . and to exerciſe Government'in any. Kingdoms of ' this 
-World ; But menthat fear God, and delight, in Faſtice, Merey 
.and:Trath,.. that dre: bumble and'merk (and lowly perſons, ought 
to be.called-to:theplare. of Goverameyt,. nduw/y-fuebare fir: to 
:exercife Rule and Authority; and ,to.make ahd execute Laws 
in theſe Kingdoms, and in all the Kingdoms of the. World ; and . 
ſuch would be. a Bleſſing ivthe Earth, and! the Covernments 
;under ſuch;and in the executionof theirhands;( ould be bleſſed 
and proſperoxe 3+ andi\atl groatwen\ would have.cauſests' rejoyce 
therein; \and-all-\eafl doo: reffors; would: bs 1limivetd 
and made afraid, 'if. fo be\the Laws be juſt, holy on 
and according to Equity and the holy Law.of God 1s all things, 
and the due, Execution..of fuch«Laws:commnced to: juf: = 
Tagbteous 4 ener ener emmy mi 8 ue (gs and Trach, 
.and would execute them in" the:Eacth g.Then: the: bays _ 
pry £ Ul leſſed. 
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\— Concermug Oauerume RM. 
bleſſed Groerment will be.exalted, and Truth and Kightemſnef 
would reign as Judge'on the Throne ; and'in.this ſhall all 
Nations and Kingdoms bz proſperous and bleſſed when it com- 
eth to paſle. , * | | 


And as for this preſent AuthorFty and Government now in be- 
ing, under the name of King Charles the Second, we do believe 
and acknowledge, That according to the Purpoſe: and Will of 
God, and of his bringing to paſle, this preſent Government and 
eAnthority ts ſet up, and imo us preſent being, eſtabliſhed ; The 
Lord, I ſay, hath ſuffered it to be effetted, for the Canſe, and End, 
attd T ime, and Purpoſe, known to Himſelf, and not to mortal man : 
And thus this Government and Authozity is of God, being 
brought in and-ſetup, in oppolition to, and for the rezroof and 
eorretton of, ſuch as went = Kho had negledted Mercy, 
Arch, fwd mt and Kegheenſneſ in the Earth,till it was time 

c the to caſt them out,and reprove them,and make them 
2 Deſolation before their Enemies; and this Authority was 
mdged of the Lord fit for that »ſe and exd, and reſerved tobe 
onal in, as.4 Rod of God in bis hand, to correft and ſmite ma- 
ny people,; And it is right in the fight of the Lord, that this 
Authornty ſhould havggthis time and ſeaſon to be exerciſed in 
theſe Kingdoms, to N and prove, both ic ſelf, and all under 
it, if ſo be that Truth, Juſtice and Righteouſneſs, Mercy and 
Peace, may be brought forth in theſe Kingdoms through it, 
that God may eftablith it for long continuance ; and itis now 
a trying and proving, to make it ſelf 420! and bleſſed,” or other- 
wiſe to bring it ſelf into contempr and diſhonoxr ; and accord- 
ingly, as Truth, Fuſftice, Mercy, Fudgment and Peace 1s Wougye 
forth by it, or the contrary brought forth by it; ſo muſt the 
juſt and equal effeRs and reward of it be from the Hand of 
God; andiris only Juſt Judgment, Mercy and Truth, Righ- 
teowſneſs, Reheving the Oppreſſed, and the doing thereof, that 
can alone make the Perſon and Government of the King Happy, 
Bleſſed and Honourable in this World, and hereafter ;. and the 
contrary, if it be brought forch, muſt needs bring ("onfwſon, 
Diſcomtgnts, and- all mſeraþle Judgments' and, to lay no more 
of it, this is my preſent Judgment of the King and.hus Agih0- 

| my, 


_ 
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ticy; both in ref wrons Fo in, andthe'Cajife tow I 
Wy by eateries EffeRs thar Ga follow, which ts not 
_ otherwiſe determined &f God, but according to deſert and 
merit, of walking in Truth, Juſtice, and Righteouſneſs, or in 
walking otherwile, . . ” 6 ns Tl Ye EI 


Our Dbevience to this Authority, muſt bs according, as bs- 
fore declared, in the Plea of the firſt Caſe concernins Allegi- 


ance (to wit) for Conſcience-ſake to God, we are bound by his 


Faſt Law in onr hearts to yeeld Obedience to it, 1» all marrets 
«*d caſes attively or paſſively ;- that is ro ſay, inall juſt and 
good Commands of the King, and the good Laws of rhe Land; 
relating to our outward man, we muſt be obedient by dorze, and 
not withhold our Juſt Obedience ; but in» the Caſes of Confci- 
ence (to wit).in the matters'of Duty to God, and of Worſhip, 
Faith and Religion towards him, we muft only be obzdzent tg 
God ; for it is he that teacheth and requireth obedience in aff 
thoſe things : andif any thing be commanded of us by the pre- 
ſent. Authority, which is not —_— to Equity, Fuftsce, and 4 


Pi Conſcience towards GoJ, to be done by us, wemaft infuch 


iſes, obey God only, and deny aftive Obedience for Conſci- 


ence ſake, and patiently ſuffer what i :»flifted upon ws fot ſuch 
our diſobedience to men ; and we mult choote Obedience to 
Ged rather than man,: though we ſffer becauſe thereof: 'And 
this is our Principle, and harh ever been owr Praftice,' toobey 
Authority, by deing, or ſuffering, not diſputing-whether the 
Anthority mi itſelf b abtolute of God,or not; yet being aq An- 
thority overus, we are to obey it, either by dorng, or Pofterin 4 
becauſe it is an Authoriry; and not to plor, rebel, or riſe up with 
carnal weapons againſt it : and thus' muſt 'our Obzdience be to 
rhe King and his Government. And if thatin any thing of the 
Commands of the King, we cannot be obedienc for Confertare 
ſake, in the Caſes .of C afctence, and when ought is required 
different or contrary to the Law of God, we have bog 
hereof in'the Scriprures, 'of many of the Servants of Got x 


could notia all things, yeeld Obedience to the Laws of Nation} 


and Commandments. of. Kings, when they required ought tobe 
' obeyed, contraryto Fs ns Confelpncer: as in ny Caſt of 


the 


raw Canici.- 


the Or #4 a418 of God tbe exerciſodandrentcurediny 
dots of the World among wen, 2, ThicFef:and: 


Comcernin © Peſeckis 


5s Ate' $66 an y perſons fit to execute Juſt Laws and Anthos 
rites in the Barth. 3, That we a this preſent Govern- 


went Of Ki Choir, and that according, to the Purpoſe of 
iirgonſetup; 4. That ve are to-be obedient by doing) 
1” In all things,” to the Authority: of-the King, a& the. 
Swprenn ty. 5: That if in any caſe we are 4:ſobedrext 
 theredinto," andcannot wholly perform every Command, 4y 


LEM Conſciexce ſake to God, and that wemay not 


ithim,nd not out of Rebelzon or C ontempt of the. King. 
Powers Andall theſe things truly conſidered, if we F4 


| h$ Aſfliiftions and Impriſonments, under and 
by hey Authority, for and becauſe of our Profeſſion and: 
Pratbtice Religion, without evz/ or wrong doing. to:our Neigh- 
| bours Perſons or Eſtates, though we 'do not in-the things con-, 
waty-t6*our Conſciences obey attively this preſent Authority, 
 yetweare perſecuted for the Name -of Chriſt ; and as ſo, we. 
receive our Sufferings, and not as for Contempt or Denyal of 
Avithority, or as Rebellious againſt it ; but for Conſcience ſakg to 
God, our: Sufferings are, and our unjuſt Perſecution will be 
updtxourBnemites in the effect and reward thereof, with great 
þo-o.-11.-erxr from the Lord God, that rewards all 
#6 their works. Thus much about Government. 
--And now Pihall ſhew what Pe is in it ſelf, 
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 GOngermi 2 Perſecution, what tt i 1n it ſelf, and how gras ; 
; of Enemy it vr e6the Kyngs Perſon and Authority, , © 


10,19403Ra. 7 
tion is, 'whenaPerſon, or a PedM8, do ſuffer Tri- 
i & 148/ation + Afﬀution, Impriſonment, Bonds, or Death, whe- 


or without the ung for, and becauſe of his or 
we bog and Praftice in Religion; As when a Perſon or a. 
DEI Ryooncked falſl accuſed, impriſoned. or.put tg 
for and reach their Religion ſake ; when as no 

nie in-che things between mar.9d way, can be, juſtly, 
'and'proyed-agaiaſt them, butenly becauſe Borel are. . 
. ous 
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(hen. 2: This gona 
lecuted, af ſobe arr po mes of Rightconſucf 
ar ome willnot deny their Principles nor P Profetion 
» Nor conform to Times, nor Zaws, contrary tA 
gr Grjoo, and yet ſuffer becauſe hereof ; this 'is _ 


2. Perſecution is,. when a Dao or 4 Peopleis affited, 
Whey y kind of impo! par y bem by at 
Autabichas x without! ity, pr on! uſe they are 
_ ofiſuch.a Profeſſiar and. Prafiice in Religins| though yer their 

Profyſſuey and Priliice'inaheir is not perfectly accord- 
ing to God, nor by the exerciſe ot. that Spirit'of God ruling ww 
fe a ar. rvk vo == pad .o 

giow fat Wa yas 
cru ourth hear oe pu This 
ongh-not 


| for 


Aus = rownry 
elagronſakg ary {o,- thou mo 18'not 
Religion ſaks anly er Religion, mie nor reel 
pS{108. y rye rae in ſho. riots fovrar: and defined What 
tr ſeeutireig/unioſelf, and who ivis that are-perſzened, -and'l 
(all riorv thew' bow grene a he Fg Paſo For Caſe 
Of Prbte-nieeonn che Fviito ies k 
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wofuleffeas in this Kingdom'alſo;' and the/Kinkmynhonkgie 
bleſſed in his Perſon and Governmeat if he Temavetar frombum 
this Enemy, Perſecution. *' - Fi 

\1/: Tris his Enemy; becauſeits elſes; toextobt the Ale 
Rions of many good and ſober-people from the/King,'a 
; -make their Love and Aﬀfe&ions'dye10:the-King's Gobi 
.when they behold and conſider whe! Perſecution (of iman 
and peaceabte People for Righteouſneſs und igeod Conſcionre To 
when as no ev/1 eng between man and man can juſtly be latd to 
their chaige, - but onlyFor the marter of their Rell, ig, and:che 
exerciſe of their Conſciences towards God ; and if ſuch ſuffer crnel 
Impriſoment; unjuſt Fines,and jrieuous Vexativns for ſuckycauſe, 
it may weaken and eat qut the Afﬀethons of $90 ood People, and 
divert their Love and good Deſires Frotn” the! ing and” his 'Go- 
vernment, in Which ſuch Perfecutronis tak: and thar 
which diverts the. Peoples L ve frata/:the. Kirig,”'is his greas 
Enemy, and ſuch: is Perfetution. ' :*:% _— VO, 1 ons - ) 02 9715 
- TI. Perſecution is 1 5 ufe it may 
kindle Heart-burnings, won A "Mtrmariv 
among ls Subjects, while ſame' are-wlexatediin: the Pr; 
and Praftice of their. Religion, and mom ſecurrb- and 
foned fox the ſame cauſe ; and this'kitid being emer 
the King's Subje&s in harſh —_ py nr danrTy WT 
gives great occafiqns for Qu , Emuyes, Debate and Mis 
Lice one againlt another, _ err ſome, execute —x amr 
upon others, haling them to.Priſon, ſpo pophng nes Geors 

like ; and this kind of dealing, I I $ay;'W che Auchoriey 

of the Land perſecutes one fort:of the King's 'SubjeAs' by the 
hands of others, it_teuderhmuch to grea; Divifpas and Diſtr as 
tons amongſt the P - and it-is:notfor! the King's. ſafety, 
but for his great diſhonowr and diſadvantage every Way, to have 
the People dividedinto hearc-burnings and quantrilings. againſt 
one another ;.and therefore Perſeoutrov is:the King's great Bhi 
My, becauſe it worketh ſuch.eviteffeRs.,. -: + - 

11. 1tis-his\grer 


Truſt mhich God hachaepo n dn epejnpaarAEy him tobe 
King oyer thnotigommirred Powet 
tum, to judge-in ce Cate o OE MensCantiencsapd 

perſe- 


por - becauſe it is contrary withd. 
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_ perſbcute.an 


of others, withour ref] 
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obs. oy op ny bothers ne tis; 
vin nw or (as Men; t to. petiecuts 
rap chbegeriecuredHy,inor under his Au: 
thoruy: Lv a erid:and-preſerveratimens Per- 
Eftates:in Rights, from” the\-violence eacs 
to whattheir P (and. Praftion 
of Religiaw is.z' buwifithe'can be broughtiforthy.it is. con- 
cf Kain anGvatable to the endiof God's Reſtoring Hin 
[ages dowel, ark -and.if 'Hedojnat what God hath quttly'cat- 
dutothermale,. this is his Enemy. z and ſuch is 
Pros for Caar/Pats,: it-i3:comtrary Yo;the end of Jul by 
Government, -an God-hath' re& him ; 
therefore this Perjecurran' t & 8x utter Enemy bod tothe Ks Ars 5. 
Perſon and Alt himity 1 bos: br; £5: 
=1-VacIt is be Eweniy; becauſe ie evokes ihe God of: Hes: 
ven-and Earth ovieg all;p6 be 0 ed with him:y for He is 
provoked and vexed. becauſe. of +be Perſermiinh of bus Cooper In 
this Age,asever He. was inall Agesz andifihe King be guilty 
thexeot; itihcurreth;Gadmgienc Dilpteaſure againſtbim 1 for 
God was ever offended wh Kings, Rulers, and whomfoever 
thatweie Rerjoinracoano Sh che: ſame; A and what- 
facver itisthatpy ek Perfeogn that 
is his Exemyi: An Perfection oak for. pI on 
red of EE w—_ = tvlean _ c 
tem un $ an and Mail ©: _—_ 
ler ierithe King Pn t wants _ woand 
him ;ifor or ihe Yer ſes d againſt him , How 
greats that-Eneaty whadh brings 3t-0o paſs?”/ - « 
. V.,' Itug:ithe King's Enemy; hecauſeit nor anly provokes the 
10 Anger, bug'r2 Ju 3:Perſeowremis.the cauie where- 
fore God brings grieuens wd greens # and Vengeance wpoii whom- 
a are owhty thereotr ;-- and.ghe.effett- of! Perſecution is 
and. M* ery ;| and! itLincenſeth.God 14 Anger, and alſo 
eſtroy :. and thereforeJex.the King beware, of tuth a deadly 
Enemyras ſhould cauſe Goto defroy him «and ſuch an Ene- 
erſecntron of Gods People for Coleen , ir draweth 
dom the Wrach of God yu _ and Kingdoms, —_ yo 


1 
ene 


is of God, 7 ; og 
fecution | [t 15 a1 Enemy wot Mk boomer ut 
is to Yrs nee the hands pr: 3p and Soberramd 

ir will weaken.theic Love and 
hearts ſad ; and Yo ic warat hens thay mate ſud their hearts; wipe 
God doth not muky [ad ' and this doch rerthbe ei gel} and 1c dorh 
not only weaken the hearts'and the the Aighremes and 
Sober Perſons, .but it firengthens 4he hands of whe Aus, 
ly, and Prophane through the Land, and thavyi 

the Wicked and the _ a niraude. if Wanounels, Sernlos 


and Prophanefs,. thar' is the-King's Enety 4: bur ſuch is Pers 

Fiore Js ode 00d ant cough mages, and Rooms 

, Righteons 10 their Es, ens 

de vii ny herefon C-156-an-Enerny unto 
t 1,4 QSO, 20 abW £0 

Is eras ions Enemy wir him; becaitſe it tends 

to remher-dim diſboman able both. the od, and ll. yood 

Mex the tap1d ; for it will fhew, t hucheis crnal-and 


ber, and pervirſe, and:that he , y,: Mekveſſt, 
I Laban +7 and Patlexer, if lie y ; jr os is - gorrn-s 
table, to have and profefs evil: ficies and p 
be without the good ; and by Perfeeatioattiy a2 ro upba 
miſe to Corte and ever was in all Ages,-that — ITE 
tOIs cence gained-mno themie in ſhonour 
and Reproach of alt good with in ak: mEovi_s for wars 
—_—_— of g porta for they nas 
Patience.and Humility, and this: ory: ta Djſloneurabl: 
And the cafe will be he fame with the King, 1f : —— 
apr mk amy = he: will rnd iy Pu 
1m this preſent time; and;1 Ages to conme,'s exx- 
Hiew,. ut pr ot it. is -his Enemy; that will work 
chiefs and Evils upon tim, if be be not wholly vered 
from it, VIIL 


tons; 'andwti males Ns 


\ 


(ancerning Perſetwion, 


- YIIL | is an Enemy tothe King's Perſon and 
. Authority, becauſe Perſecution for Conſcience ſake « of "the 


Dewvrl, it is of his ſpirit arid riot of the Spifit of God, toperfer 
cute, h pr: ſow, & and deflroy mens Perſons and Eftates, becauſe 


* of their Religion-ſake, when as no unjuſt dealing, nor wnrighteoms 
c ; abt juſtly laid och chard, erg and 


ample, is the King's Enemy, and ſuch is Perfection, if he 
ſhould fund woe Conſcience ſake, and about Reli ;on and 
the Worſhip of God ; then-he follows the Exaraple of wicked 


. Kings, and this will be his Enemy;and will work wofil effe&s, 
if ſo 


he walk in the ſteps of the Perſecutors of oldy and love 


ets of it is Miſery and Deſtruttion upon all that perſecure the 

Hiruage of God : What was Pharageb'rend, and Herod's end 
and Ners's end? was not their end woful and miſerable to God 
and ſhameful ts men > And Perſecution for Conſcionce ſaks will 
bring zh ſame effets at this dey ; the ed of all Perfecmtors 
will be Miſery and Shawe even i the Day of the Lord,” when 
He-comes with Judgment and Fehgrancey and #0 reward every 
ax according to bis deeds, then will He rewazd Perſecution and 
Pur ſectors With his fpercs Brab, and they (hall know the Ju- 
ice of God's. Judgments enopyred' wheres : And there- 
fore happy will the King be if he keep -kianiclf clear, 3nd; pus 
far from him'this Enemy Perſecurions Pa 
ee 
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dt 73 GATOS S 4 DRIFT. AVID. 
Three C ONSIDER ATEFONS [hav preſent. 
LAS ViRY 7 HE IEMG DT PYDORESTETT A STR) 11901 40 
bris 01 1 j By 3 92; 8th 1: f he BEAVER 
Y F-- Strength, 'and Safety and Proſperity'of the, King and: 
-&' his Government, flahds in the Hnion; prod Afebtinn ahd* 
Love of his Subjz&s,and the People of theſe Kingdoms;onp to' 
another,'arid to th*King'; and the'more that the —copieer the 
Kingdoms are in Love and Hxion and good Aﬀettion, ons with! 
inother and to the King, the wore frong and ſafe, and protfe- + 
rows thereby is the King and bis Government, and the more H 
for 4lsng and happy Continuance and Eſftubliſhment * Arid itis the 
Love"aid {tnron and Aﬀettion of the ſober aridgrave, and juft 
and upright People, and of the Meek of the Land, that 'is' the 
Kings Strength and Safety,and will much-tend to his Profferity 

and to the Cothyary: of - his Government and Anthoruy ; and 
the Kings. Safery and Strengrh- and Profferity, doth not depend 
upon the Aﬀe&ion and Acclamations of the'Ruder ſort, and 
of the'Wild Mulritude, though ſuch profeſs'great ſubjeMion, 

and ery up the King and his Gavernmentgand drink his Healrhs, 

and ſwear the Deſtruttion of all bis Enenuies 5 and have much love 
and great Knion for the King, and are for him #0 ſerve him, and 
ſveas Fidelity, and engage themſelves'very highly in words 

and geſtures for the King ; yet the'King and his Government 

is no Whit the ſafer,”nor more rong -nor- proſperous, becauſe' 
hereof; for his Proſpetity and Eſtabliſhment depends upon the- 
Love'and 200d AﬀeRtion of the Juſt and Upright, and-Tem- 

perate and Meek Men of the Kingdoins, and notupon the love* 
of the Rude Multitude ; ſuch cannot be a bleſſing to him in 
their Vauntiug and Roaſting, and Rudeneſs ; nor can he ſtand 
by them, but muſt Rand in the Eſtabliſhment of his'Govern- 

ment, by the Love of ſuch a fear the Lord, and depart from all 
wy op by the good AﬀeGtion of ſuch, and their Faithfulneſs 

and-Love may the __— happy and bleſſed : ' Therefore let 
kim ſtrive topleaſe ſuch, and to gain their $994 AﬀeRions to 

be united tohum ; and this may adde to his long Continuance.: 
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and cqual Liberty 
in upon the hearts of all juſt -and good- People ;;and as 
ighteouſneſs, [Mercy, true Judgment-and_Truth/is: brought 
Forth inthe Land; and all the contrary limited inthe King's 


. he exerciſe his-Rule and- to in Love and Meekreſs and 
angle gh and Mercy, and love ghteonſneſs and-Trath, and 

ate and-deny all the:cqntrary,and limir it; then the ſpirits of 

all People inthe Kingdoms would be ſubjected; and iubdued 

undes his Power, and he (hould rule; over them, rand:bis King- 
doms be eſtabliſhed proſperouſly ; and- this-is the yay. of an" 

happy Government : But if {9 de the King put on Rigovur,. and 

be. fierce and cruel, and think-to ſubdue; all 'underhigy by 
wWifand Force without (hewing Juſtice and Reafon, to anſwer 
the-Conſciences of his: SubjeLs, inall «x7 coy s :- This 

.Way can never be proſperous, nox eftablilb him in his Authgrie- 

ty; butt will work the contrary effeR-:- For, if on be 
-broughtforth,and mp He laid upon the back of .ahe Poor; 
thenwill' the, Wrath -of God and of 'men, be-kinfled againſt 
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